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A Reading of the Second Wave of Zionist "Redemption"
Seizing Land in Beersheba
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Abstract: Beersheba District/Negev is seeing a third major wave of Zionist settlement
whose beginning can be traced to 2005 with the Israeli government's adoption of the
Negev Development Plan. The expected results of this plan continue to have tangible
effects on the Beersheba region, particularly its Palestinian inhabitants. This study
discusses the old-new Israeli policies and practices and presents their historical links,
focusing on the legal instruments used by Israel to realise its aims of Judaisation. It shows
that Israeli resources available for demolition and eviction are set to increase, and the
violence deployed will rise with them, increasing the chances of a violent confrontation
in the coming years — specifically with the growth in the power of the extreme Israeli
right and its institutions in order to settle, which work under the growing religious Zionist
ideology.
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23 Ismail Abu-Saad, "Introduction: State Rule and Indigenous Resistance among al-Naqab Bedouin Arabs," HAGAR:

Studies in Culture, Polity, and Identities, vol. 8, no. 2 (2008), pp. 2-24, especially p. 15.
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Yifat Holzman-Gazit, Land Expropriation in Israel: Law, Culture and Society (London: Ashgate, 2007), pp. 101-117;
Abu Hussein & McKay, pp. 6976.

26  Michael R. Fischbach, Records of Dispossession: Palestinian Refugee Property and the Arab-Israeli Conflict (New

York: Columbia University Press, 2003), pp. 30, 50-51, 80.
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27  Haia Noach, The Existence of the Non-Existent Villages (Haifa: Pardes, 2009), p. 36; George Bisharat, "Land, Law,
and Legitimacy in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories," American University Law Review, vol. 43 (1994),

p- 519.
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33 "Summary Report of the Experts Team on Land Settlement on the Siyag and the Northern Negev," Ministry of

Justice of Israel (Jerusalem, 20 October 1975), p. 3 (hereafter, "Albeck Report"), Copy with the author. (in Hebrew)

34  Joseph Ben-David, A Feud in the Negev: Bedouins, Jews, and the Land Dispute (Ra'anana, Israel: Center for

Studying the Arab Society in Israel, 1996), pp. 73, 75; Falah, p. 76.
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36 "By Hook and by Crook: Israeli Settlement Policy in the West Bank," B'Tselem, Jerusalem, July 2010, p. 25, accessed
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37  "Albeck Report."
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Settlement," 14 September 1962. Israel State Archives GL/17001/22. (in Hebrew)
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51  Porat, The Bedouin-Arab, p. 176.
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