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Fusion of Science and Culture:

Key to the Twenty-First Century*
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Abstract: This paper contends that the linking of modernization with westernization
should cease. Not only would this put an end to the problematic divide between science
and culture, but it would also halt the damaging belief that there is only one model for
development whose key lies in a spread of technology that claims to be "neutral" and
"universal." On the contrary, this paper calls upon Arab countries and the countries of the
Global South to approach the twenty-first century with a philosophy based on a post-
modern vision of the philosophy of science, taking as a model the singular experience of
Japan. The paper also presents a frank and unbiased analysis of the delayed adaptation
of institutions and contemporary organizational procedures to contemporary realities, as
well as the crisis in value and educational systems. The paper ultimately takes the form
of an unrelenting argument for the renaissance of culture and its fusion with science, on
the view that this is key to survival in the twenty-first century.

Keywords: Modernization, Westernization, Science and Culture

*  Mahdi Elmandjra, "Fusion de la science et de la culture: La clé du 21e siécle", Futuribles, no. 138 (Décembre 1989),
pp. 3-18.
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Industry, Science Technology Industry Review, no. 1 (Autumn 1986).
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